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Urban porosity – urban built up and voids
The connection between the built and the unbuilt / between the 
“indoor” and the “outdoor”/ between the mass and the void 

the porous city concept 



Urban porosity today 
Climate change, adaptation, mitigation, resilience 
Porosity can be understood in this context as a city's 
capacity to adapt to the natural flow of water, focusing on 
fluidity and flexibility as essential mechanisms of climate 
adaptability, elements often neglected in urban planning 

Porous cities are like sponges, they can absorb water, let 
nature grow, 

the porous city concept 
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the case of Thessaloniki metropolitan area

EX MILITARY CAMPS 
TOTAL AVAILABLE LAND:
Aprox. 475 Ha

Availability of porous urban land
Urban voids in a dense urban fabric  
Nature in the city 
Historical buildings
Spread at the entire metropolitan area 



URBACT NETWORK of 
8 Metropolitan Cities 

Barcelona Metropolitan Area
Porto Metropolitan Area 
Greater Manchester
Métropole du Grand Paris
Krakow Metropolis Association
Gdansk-Gdynia-Sopot Metropolitan Area
Amsterdam Region
Thessaloniki Major Urban Area 

the case of Thessaloniki metropolitan area

The central theme for RiConnect
Thessaloniki is under the concept 

“Re-coding Urban Voids”.

Within this framework, the 
Thessaloniki RiConnect Project aims 
to develop a strategic action plan of 

how to regain 
the porous lams and to reconnect it 
as an ecosystem network both with 

other natura resources 



EX MILITARY CAMP KODRA: 35 Ha



MDAT 

 Produce an Integrated Action 
Plan

 Keep consulting the 
Municipality in the various 
steps of planning (especially 
the strategic one)

 Trying to keep a participatory 
approach including civic 
communities not only in 
planning process but also in 
the  management process 
and implementation 





EX MILITARY CAMP of PAVLOS MELAS: 39 Ha (no1)



Ex Military Camp of Pavlos Melas

Metropolitan Park of Pavlos Melas 

Master Plan planning 
Municipality of Pavlos Melas and 
external architects (Nikifiridis –
Cuomo Architects)

Major Development Agency – Funding 
schedule, historical buildings 
renovation  



the case of Thessaloniki metropolitan area

The main aim of the MPPM is to keep the 
porous character of the soil and the sense 
of the “wild” nature





 Aware people and authorities for 
the overall planning of the former 
military land not seen separately 
but as an ecosystem network 

 Consider the former military camps 
as the available land where a 
network of new collective green 
spaces can be developed in 
connection with the city’s existing 
natural resources 

 Rise intermunicipal collaborations 
and projects for green 
infrastructures and green collective 
spaces in metropolitan level. 



the case of Thessaloniki metropolitan area

Some thoughts:

Strong political will 

Metropolitan level of the city  
strong metropolitan 
authorization 

City stakeholders 

Well informed citizens and 
citizens’ participation 

porous city
urban porosity 

nature based solutions 

ecosystem 
functions 

city and biodiversity 
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